
TERRITORY OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT O F  MINES 

COLLEGE. A L A S K A  

15 October 1951 

TO: Leo H. Saarela, Commissioner of Mines, Juneau, Alaska 

FROM : James A. Williams, Associate Mining Engineer, College, Alaska 

SUBJECT: I t i ne r a ry  repor t  of James 8. Williams fo r  the  period of 
21 Ju ly  t o  29 July 1951 i n  t h e  Circle Precinct. 

The primary purpose of t h e  t r i p  i n t o  t he  Circle Precinct was t o  examine 
t he  property of Paul Come11 on the  l e f t  l i m i t  of the Yukon River, 28 
miles upstream from Circle City. The property.was reported t o  contain 
radioactive material,  A de ta i l ed  repor t  on the examination will be 
writ ten a t  a l a t e r  date, 

A t o t a l  of twelve mining operations we;e found t o  be ac t ive  i n  the  
precinct, a decrease of  th ree  from the  number ac t ive  i n  1950. In- 
creasing pr ices  are forcing more operations out of business every 
season. Nine of the operations were vis i ted .  Four prospectors were 
a l so  ac t ive  i n  t h e  area. The t o t a l  number of men ac t ive ly  engaged 
i n  mining and prospecting i n  the Circ le  Precinct was forty-seven, a 
decrease of approximately 25% from t h e  previous season. 

The d i s t r i c t  had another abnormally dry season t h i s  year, but it 
was not as dry as i n  1950. A s  before, the  only operations t ha t  could 
s lu ice  s t ead i l y  were t he  ones using pumps. 

A tabula t ion of the  operations by type follows: 

Operations No. of Operations No, of Men 

Gold Dredge 2 
Bulldozer-Hydraulic 3 
Bulldozer-Washing Plant 1 
Bulldozer 3 
Hy&atdic 2 
Groundsluice 1 
Prospectors -4 

TOTALS 16 47 

A detai led l i s t  of the  above operations i s  on a separate sheet 
included with t h i s  report .  

21 July: Lef't Fairbanlrs a t  noon and arr ived a t  Central i n  t h e  evening. 
Transportation by courtesy of t he  Forest Service i n  one of 
t h e i r  trucks. 



22 July: Enroute from Central t o  Circle City by truck, and up the 
Yukon River i n  Paul Connellts r iver  boat t o  h is  property. 

23 t o  25 July: Examined Connellts property a t  28-Mile and made a 
brief geological reconnaissance of the surrounding area. 
A s  mentioned ear l ie r ,  a detailed report on t h i s  examination 
wi l l  be forthcoming. 

26 July: Finished Connellts examination i n  the morning and returned 
t o  Central i n  the afternoon and evening. 

27 July: Visited mining operations of Heine Carstens on Portage 
Creek, Henry Martin also on Portage Creek, P R & H 
Company on Deadwood Creek, and Jens Landlow on Switch Creek. 
Searched fo r  a man by the name of Evans who was reported t o  
be mining on upper Deadwood Creek with a Denver placer 
machine, but could not locate him. It learned l a t e r  t ha t  
he had departed ea r l i e r  i n  the season. 

Heine Carstens was finishing the building of a, washing plant when 
visited,  but had not yet added a l l  the s luice boxes. Fibme 1 i s  
a photograph of the plant, 

Figure 1. Carstenst Washing Plant. 

Carstens was working alone and intended t o  mine the ground alone. It 
has been since reported t h a t  the plant operates sa t i s fac tor i ly  when 
there i s  suff ic ient  water. The plant i s  constructed of a dredge trommel 
screen with s luices  d i rec t ly  beneath t o  catch the fines,  and the 



sluice boxes (when attached) extend t o  the r ight  a s  the setup i s  shown i n  the 
photograph. The gravel i s  pushed up a ramp and in to  the screen from the lei% 
by a bulldozer, while another t rac tor  rotates  the screen br applying po.r.rer 
t o  the leftmost gear, o r  sprocket, shown i n  the picture. The washing i s  
accomplished i n  the conventional manner with j e t s  from a pipe inside the 
screen. The coarse t a i l i ngs  a re  dropped on ei ther  s ide of the s luice boxes 
by means of the single screen plate, below the lover end of the screen, 
which i s  pivoted a t  i t s  upper end so tha t  it can be swung either way. 
F'rom there the coarse ta i l ings  wi l l  have t o  be pushed army from the boxes 
and stacked by dozer. The plant, with the exception of the wing walls 
on the ramp, is  mounted on skids for  convenient moving. Carstens i s  
mining on ground 01-rned by the B i l l  Estes estate. 

The Portage Mining Company ( ~ e i n e  Carstens, Calvin Anderson, and Carl 
~ e f l i n g e r  ) went out of business l a s t  f a l l  because of disagreements. 

"J3ankn Flartin was doing some ground sluicing and shovelling i n  again t h i s  
season, but t h i s  i s  h is  last year a t  mining, he claims. His water is 
always short  and the "boulders keep getting heaviern. Martin i s  gett ing 
too old for  working. 

The P R & H Mining Company were mining on Deadwood Creek with the same 
ef f ic ien t  setup as l a s t  year. They have a pump and two D-8 bulldozers, pushing 
i n  with one and stacking with the other. The operation i s  shown i n  Figure ,,c , t $  

2. They were s t i l l  using the improved method of flooding the sluiceplate 

Figure 2. P R & H Mining Co. on Deadwood Creek 

explained i n  last yearts report  on the Circle Precinct, and have moved a 
large mount of gravel since l a s t  season. A t  l ea s t  another year's 
operation was planned a t  the time of the  v i s i t ,  but infornation received 
shortly before the writing of t h i s  report  indicates tha t  because of a 
disagreement with the owner of the ground, P R & H w i l l  not be mining 
on Deadwood meek next year. 



The Deadwood Xilining Company (Wrede x rot hers) were not mining on Dead~~rood Creek 
t h i s  year. 

Joe Donnelly was reported t o  have 'found a piece of trolframite f loa t  
on Deadwood Creek i n  his prospecting there, and as  a r e su l t  the whole 
d i s t r i c t  has been enthusiastic about the poss ib i l i t ies  of tungsten 
mining. Tin and scheelite have both been defini te ly encountered on 
Deadwood. The source i s  probably i n  the contact of the  granite and 
schis t  tha t  runs through the neighborhood. The geographical coordinates 
of t h i s  loca l i ty  are If+.l+O 53' W Long and 65O 291 N Lat. 

Jens Landlow was mining as usual with h i s  sna l l  hydraulic layout on & l 
p L  

W t c h  Creek, t r ibutary  t o  Deadwood, i~hen there was suff icient  water. + , + '  
He had reached the upper end of No. 10 Claim and was 2lanning on 
working back down strenm on the r ight  l i m i t  with h i s  future cuts. 
His setup i s  shown i n  Figure 3. Landlow has spent some time prospecting 
fo r  the source of the t i n  tha t  shows up i n  h i s  concentrate. Old reports 
(verbal) have it tha t  occasional large boulders of cass i te r i te  used 
t o  be found on Switch Creek. 

Figure 3. Landlow Setup on Switch Creek 

28 Jul'r: Visited Berry Dredging Company on Mammoth Creek, Ray 
Hamilton on Harrison Creek, A. A. Zinmermm on Independence 

1 

Creek, Water Roman on Mastodon Creek, and Robert WiUrerson 
on Miller Creek. Hunted for  a t i n  showing on Ketchum Creek x.7 

4 
i n  the evening. ,L 

G? 

The Berry Dredging Ccolparry dredge was checked for  safety measures 
A** 

and everything was found t o  be in good order. They are working down- 



MIIJING OPNTIONS F0lJRTI.I DIVISIOIJ 

CIRCLE PE3CIIfCT 

22.z 
Name and Location of Type of Operation - Crew 
g@ 

lilarmnoth Creek Gold Dredge 9 

I ? ae  and Address of 
O ~ e r a t o r  

Berry Dredging Co. 
1704 Su t te r  S t r ee t  
S a n  Francisco, Calif .  

Carstens, Heine, Central Portage C ~ e e k  

28->kile, Yulcon f i v e r  

Deadwood Creek 

Eagle Creek 

Bulldozer-Vashing Plant  

Lode Prospect 

Lode Prospect 

Bulldozer-Hydraulic 

Connell, Paul, Central. 

Donnelly, Joe, Central  

F'rasca, John and Gibson, 
Charles, bl i l ler  House 

Gold Placers, Inc, , 
Fairbanks 

Coal Creek Gold Dredge 

Hamilton, Ray and 
Assoc Is, 14iller House 

Harrison Cpeek Bulldozer-Hydraulic 

Landlow, Jens, Central Switch Creek 

Portage Creek 

Hydraulic 

Groundsluice Martin, Henry, CYrcle 
Hot Springs 

P R & H Mining Co, 
Circle Hot Springs 

Deadlrood Creek Bulldozer 

Roman, N ~ l t  eer , 
Miller  House 

Mastodon Creek Bulldozer 

Soboleff, Simon, 
Central 

Deadwood and Boulder 
Creeks 

Lode Prospects 

Stout, E a r l ,  Central Boulder Creek Placer Prospect 

Hydraulic Wells, John, Woodchopper Iron Creek, Trib, t o  
Woodchopper Creek 

Wilkinson, Robert W., 
Mil ler  House 

Miller  Creek Bulldozer 

Zirnmerman, A. A . ,  
Miller  House 

Independence Creek Bulldozer-Hydraulic 



A. A, nTon;ylt Zimmerman, working alone on Independence Creek, f i n a l l y  
f inished the cut  t ha t  he s t a r t ed  l a s t  year, and was ge t t ing  s e t  up 
t o  take out another when vis i ted .  He was laying a pipe l i n e  with 
h i s  dozer a s  he i s  not capable of heavy work any longer. His partner 
of l a s t  year, H a r r y  Peters, did not come back t h i s  season. Zhemnan 
a l so  does not use a pun~p, and a s  a r e s u l t  of a dry season was able  t o  
s lu ice  very l i t t l e .  

Walter Roman on bk.stodon Creek had the  only new operation i n  t he  g' cd 
Circle Precinct t h i s  year. He uses a company m e  of Luclcy Seven i+- Mining Company and has one partner ?rho does not work f u l l  time. The' 
operation i s  a bulldozer-sluiceplate splashing setup, and i s  
apparently a good-paying proposition. The old 8, 9, m d  LO Above 
Clairns a r e  being mined, but they have been restaked as a 1320-foot 
claim and a fraction.  

Robert R, Wilkinsonts former partner,  Franklin Kelly, i s  no1.1 dead, and 5 0  , J\ 
Wilkinson owns t he  operation, He i s  mining fur ther  up bliller Creek 
from where he was l a s t  year, and has found be t te r  pay, He repor t s  
t ha t  he has a problem of los ing  f ine  gold i n  sp i t e  of h i s  undercurrent. 

In an area of large-grained grani te  on Ketchum Creek it was reposted 
t h a t  there i s  a contact where it was thought t ha t  the re  might be a 
showing of c a s s i t e r i t e .  A couple of hours were s2ent i n  the  evening 
searching f o r  t he  sa id  contact i n  coxpang with Paul Connell, but it 
could not be located. 

Transportation t o  the various mining operations was by Forest Service 
truck, /a 

~ j c  ,b-' 

Martin Adamik, who mined on Boulder Creek, t r ibutosy t o  C o d  Creek, &pr 
l a s t  year, died during the winter. The ground and equipment (small 
hydraulic setup) i s  reported f o r  s a l e  or lease  by Phi l  Berail,  
administrator, 

Ph i l l i p  Berail. i s  no longer m i n i n g ,  

Gold Placers, Inc. on Coal Creek are reported s t r ipp ing  t h e  Alluvial 
Golds, Inc. dredge on Woodchopper t o  keep t h e  Coal Creek dredge i n  
operation. They have q u i t  hydraulic s t r ipping and a r e  d o h g  it with 
dozers. , r\i 

rL 
U 

Frasca and Gibson were reported mining a s  usual on Eagle Creek, though ,Lg,5 
very shor t  on water. They apparently found some new pay t h a t  was \ 

be t te r  than t h a t  which they were mining l a s t  year. 

$ 
,!i 



John Well's was a l so  mining again on Iron Creek, t r i b u t a r j  t o  Wood- 
chopper, 

Louis ItCapn Stringer,  who was reported t o  have been operating a suction 
dredge on Crooked Creek l a s t  year, died during t he  winter, and the  
operation was apparently not ac t ive  t h i s  year, He t o ld  the  writer ,  
shor t ly  before his death, t h a t  the re  was a l a rger  suction dredge 
than he had been operating i n  t r a n s i t  from Sea t t l e  t o  Fairbanks at 
t h a t  time, and t h a t  it was t o  replace t he  smaller one a t  Crooked 
Creek. 

29 July: &route Circle Hot Springs t o  Fairbanks ~a Wien Alaska Airlines. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J&iE:S A. llILLIAIYIS 
Associate Mining Engineer 



TERRITORY OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT O F  MINES 

COLLEGE. A L A S K A  

27 November 1950 

TO : Leo H. Saarela, Cormnissioner of Mines, Juneau, Alaska 

FRO14 : James A. William, Associate ifining Engineer, College, Alaslca 

SUBJECT: bEning Operations in t he  Circ le  Recording Precinct, 
Fourth Division 

The wri ter  made a f i e l d  t r i p  t o  the  Circ le  Precinct, Augxst 15 t o  19, 
1950, using t he  Department of Mines pickup truclc a s  transportat ion.  
The purpose of t h i s  t r i p  was t o  v i s i t  the  mining operations and gather 
data and i n fo rmt ion  on the  mining industry i n  t ha t  d i s t r i c t .  

There \ e r e  found t o  be a t o t a l  of f i f t e e n  operations ac t ive  i n  the  
Circle Precinct, t en  of which were v i s i t ed .  Two operations included 
i n  the  Fairbanks Recording Precinct were a l so  v i s i t ed  on t h i s  t r i p ,  
The number of men employed i n  the  milling operations of the  Circle 
Precinct t o t a l  sixty-two. A tabula t ion of the  operations by type 
follows : 

Operations 

Gold Dredge 
Gold &:edge maintenance 
Dragline-Bulldozer- 

Hydraulic 
Dragline-Bulldozer 
Bulldozer-Hydraulic 
Bulldozer 
Hydraulic 
Grounds l u i  c e 

No. of O ~ n s  No. of Men 

TOTALS 15 62 

A deta i led l i s t  of the  above operations i s  on a separate sheet included 
with t h i s  report .  

I n  a year t h a t  was one of t he  d r i e s t  on record, the  Circ le  d i s t r i c t  was 
one of the  hardest  h i t  fo r  lack of water, With the  exception of the  
portage Creek Mining Company, t he  only operators who managed a worth- 



while amount of s lu ic ing were those who returned t h e i r  water from a 
dotm-stream sump by means of a pumping i n s t a l l a t i on ,  For example, 
Zimmerman and Peters on Independence Creek, trithout pumps, had had 
only f i v e  days of s lu ic ing a t  t he  time of t he  wri ter ' s  v i s i t  on t h e  
16th of A u ~ u s ~ ,  Even the  miners using pumps could not usually s lu ice  
f o r  more than a few hours a t  a time without shut t ing dotm f o r  a shor t  
period t o  aUow the  water t o  build up i n  the  sump. 

With respect  t o  the  number of operations, t he  mining industry i n  t h e  
Circle Precinct has not  declined s ince  the  previous season. The 
production f o r  t h i s  year was probably l e s s  among the  small operators 
because of t h e  water shortage. But of a l l  t he  mining d i s t r i c t s  t he  
wri ter  has v i s i t ed ,  t h i s  one appears t o  be the  most mined-out, It does 
not appear t h a t  there  can be much good placer  ground remaining t h a t  
is  not being worked a t  present. This d i s t r i c t  has probably l e s  
chance of future  increase i n  gold mining a c t i v i t y  than almost any 
of t h e  other more prominent mining d j s t r i c t s ,  

The m i t e r  learned of only one prospector ac t ive  i n  t he  Precinct, and 
he was not working a t  it full time. 

Since most of t he  Circle operations are small and operated by working 
partners,  t he  t ightening labor  s i t ua t i on  \Jill not a f f ec t  the  Circ le  
mining industry t o  a great  ex-tent. The t t ~ o  dredging concerns have 
mostly men on t h e i r  crews t h a t  have been working fo r  them for  many 
seasons, so  they t r i l l  probably continue t o  come back each season, 

On the  other hand, most of t h e  Circ le  .operations a r e  mechanized, s o  
t h a t  the  expected s t e e l  shortage w i l l  probably slow them down i n  t h e  
next two or  three  years, i f  not next season, 

Here, a s  in other d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  continually r i s i n g  prices a r e  
discourag5.ng %he miners, Where they once could mine ground a t  a 
p r o f i t  t h a t  paid only t en  or  f i f t e e n  cents per bed rock foot, they now 
have t o  have ground worth more than twenty-five cents, On the  average, 
t he  small placer miners throughout the In t e r i o r  seemed t o  f e e l  t h a t  
twenty-five cents per bed rock foo t  was about t he  break-even point, 

A f a i r l y  new development i n  placer mining was seen in the  Circ le  d i s t r i c t  
and again i n  the  Fortymile. It i s  t h e  use of the  Hsluicepla ter t  o r  
' 'slick pla te"  \n th  a s t r a igh t  bulldozer operation, It can b e  used i n  
creeks where t he  gravel washes eas i ly ,  and does atray with the  need 
f o r  a hydraulic g iant  t o  help  push t h e  gravel  i n to  t he  boxes. It i s  
simply a l a rge  smooth sheet  of i ron,  preferably with edges turned up 



on two sides,  r~hich i s  s e t  a t  the  head of the  sluiceboxes so  t h a t  t h e  
water suns across it a s  it enters t he  boxes. The bulldozer pushes 
the  g a v e l  onto t h e  s lu icep la te  from the  side,  and t h e  water rushing 
p.st and h i t t i n g  t he  gravel, s l i d e s  o r  c a r r i e s  it i n t o  t he  boxes 
eas i ly  because of the  smoothness or HslicknessH of the  plate.  This 
mdces a very e f f i c i e n t  operation, It i s  l imited,  ho~~rever, t o  deposits  
where t'nere i s  no clay i n  the  gravel. I f  the  gravel i s  at a l l  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  brash, a nozzle i s  required t o  break up the  binding agent t o  properly 
re lease  t he  gold. 

I 

Johi Frasca and Charles Gibson were found mining on t h e i r  f i g l e  Creek 
pr~e-wd-* - ,  

property with a ==Fand a No, 2 giant  on t he  end of a 
long pipe l i n e - i n  need of much repair .  They have about th ree  miles of 
ground leased on the  creek, but claimed t o  be running i n t o  l e s s  and 
l e s s  gold and los ing  money. They did not plan on returning there  next 
year and are looking f o r  ground e l s e ~ h e r e ,  The Berry Holding Company 
owns t he  ground. It i s  re la ted  t o  tlie Berry Dredging Company. Frasca 
has been prospecting Fox Creek i n  the  Fairbanks d i s t r i c t ,  a s  mentioned 
i n  the repor t  on t h a t  area, 

A. A. ItTonylt Z i m m e m  acquired a partner t h i s  year, ~a~-gx~~&&gu, 
H.kLc.ixM+'w-F-J. TlHj%?$rnATE summer on Independence Creek, but a s  already mentioned, 

did l i t t l e  s lu ic ing  because of t he  m t e r  shortage, They had one of 
the  Miscovich automatic giants  s e t  up below t h e i r  sluiceboxes f o r  
stacking t a i l i ngs .  During t h e  one time they were able  t o  use it, 
pr ior  t o  the  rmi-tier's v i s i t ,  it did  a t r u l y  remarkably good job. 
They spent considerable time and money constructing a large d i tch  with 
a bulldozer above the  l e f t  limit which should make future  operations 
more e f f ic ien t .  

Ra&qrf$$16~kop and associates were mining on Harrison Cre~k .  They were 
9ni 

formerly the  Harrison Creek Mining Company. The pazeemed  t o  be 
diminishing and they were considering qu i t t i ng  there  a t  any time. 
Unless the pay improves, they w i l l  not  go back there  next season. 

On Mi&@~g&g, Willrinson and a hi red bulldozer operator were doing 
the"%ining. Kelly was i n  the  hospital ,  They catch t h e i r  water i n  t h r ee  
separate resevoirs ,  l e t t i n g  it build up, then open a s l u i ce  gate fo r  a 
splash, pushing i n  t he  gravel with t he  D-8. They were using a s lu ice-  
p la te  and no giant .  Frozen gravel  i s  a problem here, and t h i s  creek 
a l so  has a f a l s e  bedrock t h a t  fooled ea r ly  miners. From f i f t e e n  t o  
twenty f ee t  of frozen muck i s  str ipped,  mostly with hydraulic giants,  

The Berry --,still has an apparently prof i table  operation, 
With a crew of only fifteen, t h e i r  overhead i s  not high. Their crew 



was double t h i s  before t h e  war, but they now s t r i p  with a bulldozer 
instead of hydraulics and have stopped thawing, so t h a t  t h e i r  mining 
expenses a r e  ac tua l ly  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  than i n  19.42. \hen v i s i t ed ,  t h e  
dredge wassdigging gravel  from two t o  four f e e t  deep, and of necessity, 
digging s ix  t o  e ight  f e e t  of bedrock f o r  f lo ta t ion ,  They had jus t  came 
through a hand ree f  t h a t  had subjected the  dredge t o  severe wear and 
tea r .  The manager and the  dredgemaster, Nr. Harold Christianson and 
Mr, Oscar Utgaard, trere most cooperative i n  shoving the  miter about, 

One of t he  raost e f f i c i en t  o ~ e r a t i o n s  seen l a s t  season tras t ha t  of t he  
on ~ e a d ~ l o o d  Creek. Using two 13-8 bulldozers and 
a t i on  ran  l i k e  clockwork, one bulldozer pushing 

onto the  p l a t e  and t he  other stacking t h e  t a i l i ngs ,  Only the  t~.ro 
operators were needed. When an occasional boulder hung up i n  the  
boxes, the  stacking b u ~ d o z e r  operator jumped out,and forked it on 
through. The th ree  partners, Fred Parker, Jack Raymond, and Forres t  
Hopkins, h i red  one bulldozer operator and ran  the  operation two shifts--  
two men on days and two on nights,  They had a l so  jnproved on the  eff ic iency 
of the s lu icep la te  by a spec ia l  arrangement of ou t le t  pipes fo r  t he  
l a t e r  *om t h e  main pipe which brought the  water t o  t he  plate. These 
ou t le t  pipes angled t he  water i n t o  t h e  gravel  a s  t he  bulldozer pushed 
it up, ca,using a more even and e f f i c i e n t  sluicing,  These men a r e  very 
progressive miners. 

The eadwood Mining Company, fu r ther  up Deadwood Creek, was found 
h % % ? % i ? @ f Y T r B B z l e  when v i s i t ed .  They were pushing mater ia l  cleaning 

back and fo r th  with a bulldozer pr ior  t o  pushing it in to  t he  boxes. 
It appeared t o  be considerably more handling of the  gravel than 
should be necessary, but it i s  generally conceded among mining men 
t h a t  the  Wede brothers a r e  good miners and know what they a r e  doing, 

Jens Landlow was found mining r,rith a small hydraulic o u t f i t  on upper , t r i bu t a ry  t o  Deadwood Creek, He has been working there  
by himself s ince  1916, The pay i s  very low, and it drops i n to  t h e  
cracks i n  t h e  hard bedrock, making t he  s i t w t i o n  more d i f f i cu l t .  

The Portabe ae+s-&nn~ Minin Compag~ -a 
on lover Portage Creek was a new operation 

and % ? ? ? ? t a r % ~ n ~  o sTurce f o r  t he  f i r s t  time when v i s i t ed ,  The ground 
had not been r ~ e l l  prospected and it was not known at  t h a t  Lime whether 
t he  venture would pay o r  not. It since 'been unof f ic ia l ly  reported 
t h a t  it d id  not "pan outn. The t b e e  p . r t ne r s  were men who had l e f t  
other partnerships t o  form t h i s  company l a t e  i n  the  season. -Their 
names a r e  C a r l  Heflinger, Calvin Anderson, and Heine Carstens, They 
had a dragline, two bulldozers, and a s luicepla te .  



On upper P o r p  e Creek, oldtimer I+e~,~wM,~~$&;m~ found repair ing h i s  + ~-kW;+;+Z.zsrE 
s p l G I ? m n  1 s  poundsluicing setup. The mave l  here i s  full of  
l k g e  boulders, and much bedrock has t o  be picked by hand. It i s  a 
very d i f f i c u l t  aperation f'rom the  labor standpoint. Some years, Martin 

' 

does not even ge t  a cleanup. The bedrock here, instead o f  the  bsual 
sch is t ,  i s  a very large-grained granite. 

on Portage Creek was not ac t ive  t h i s  year. 
on Half Dollar Creek for  many years - .  

a l so  inact ive  t h i s  year. 

blr. Zimmerman reported t ha t  tuo men f'rom Ladd Field,  Harry Chenoff and 
Levis Jacobsen, were get t ing h i s  property on Ketchum Creek ready t o  
mine next year, They were coming out on weekends and making preparations 
f o r  next year. 

Henry Appelle was doing some prospecting up the  Yukon River from Circ le  
City, but he declined giving any information on the  locat ion of h i s  
ac t iv i ty ,  

Gold Placers, Inc. were operating t h e i r  dredge on Coal Creek t h i s  
season, but not t he  one on Woodchopper. They were, ho~iever, doing some 
s t r ipping on 'Gloodchopper Creek trith a varying crew which l ived a t  t he  
Coal Creek camp. 

A v i s i t  was made t o  the i d l e  Nome Creek dredge there  it was learned 
t h a t  t n e  dredge i s  row owned by the  Morrison-budson Construction 
Cornpmy, They apparently a r e  only in te res ted  i n  s e l l i n g  it. A watchman 
is s ta t ioned there. 

There bras no a c t i v i t y  on Sourdough Creek. A man had been there e a r l i e r  
with a bulldozer, but had grobm discouraged and went back t o  
Fairbanks. The ground s t i l l  belongs t o  A. A. Zimmerrnan and i s  open t o  
anyone who'wishes t o  lease  it. He firmly believes t h a t  there i s  good 
pay there  yet. 

R3 V. Watkins and one man were mining on t r ibu ta ry  t o  Fa i th  
-were using a bulldozer and a e and doing q u i t e  
well, Watkins is  apparently a very e f f i c i en t  miner, He i s  p l ~ ~ n g  
t o  prospect Fa i r t h  Creek t h i s  winter. 

The l a s t  th ree  l o c a l i t i e s  mentioned a r e  i n  t he  Fairbanks Recording 
Precinct. 



stream now toward Crooked Creek where they have additional ground t o  
be dredged. The out f i t  had only nine men this year, having eliminated 
the hydraulic stripping crew. They do nearly a l l  t ' l e i r  stripping trith 
a bulldozer and the remainder with a novel pumpand-giant setup mounted 
together on skids. When there i s  stripping t o  be done with water, 
they merely drag the pump and giant t o  the location, dig a small sump 
or build a dam with the dozer fo r  the intake, which i s  r ight  a t  the 
pmp, s t a r t  the punp, and start piping. Jessenls Weekly of September 
6, 1951, has a good a r t i c l e  and picture of the setup. 

Harold Christianson, Berry Dredging Com@ny manager, intends t o  do 
some prospecting for scheelite and other minerals t h i s  f a l l  with a 
Wweasel 

L. k \' 

Ray H d t o n  on Harrison Creek was found preparing t o  start on a new / P,/' " 
'7 

cut. H e was not getting water fo r  more than a short splash each day, (' 

and the pay i s  getting l e s s  as he progresses upstream. Future plans 
were indefinite. A picture of th i s  s luice setup from the lower end i s  
shown i n  Figure 4. The boxes are s e t  ra ther  deeply in to  bedrock. He 
pipes the gravel into the boxes and stacks with a dozer. No pump i s  
used. 

Figure 4. Hamilton's Sluice Boxes 


